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Letter from the Chair 

Dear Delegates,  

Welcome to DISEC at H-MUN! My name is Peter Stern and I am so excited to be your chair at 
H-MUN IV. As your chair, I won’t just be a distant observer, but also an active member of 
debate, helping each and every delegate make the most of their conference experience. I will try 
to shape the discussion in a way that we as a dais think will provide you with both an educational 
and fun experience. DISEC (Disarmament and International Security Committee) seeks to tackle 
some pretty big issues and while we probably won't be able to cover everything during the 
course of the conference, I hope that the research process and the actual debate itself exposes you 
to new information and an entirely new experience.  

This year, DISEC will be focusing on the Hong Kong Conflict. This conflict began as a result of 
the conclusion of a 99-year old contract that was set to transfer Hong Kong from British rule to 
Chinese rule. Now that this contract has expired, rising tensions have led to an unprecedented 
conflict that has gained the attention of the international community and needs to be addressed 
immediately. For some context about me, I am an incoming senior at the University of Chicago 
Lab School, and I’ve been to 11 conferences including H-MUN II. I hope to make this a fun and 
engaging committee for you guys. Now that the COVID-19 pandemic is beginning to come to an 
end, I hope this conference serves as one of the first of many fun, in-person experiences and an 
opportunity to sharpen your MUN skills before any other in-person conferences you will attend 
in the coming year. If anyone has any questions feel free to contact me at 
pstern.hinsdalemun@gmail.com. 

Best, 
Peter :) 
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Committee Powers 
. 
 The United Nations General Assembly consists of 6 different committees. The First 

Committee is the Disarmament and International Security Committee (DISEC). DISEC’s 
primary goal is to establish “general principles of cooperation in the maintenance of international 
peace and security.” At H-MUN IV, delegates will need to collaborate on and debate solutions to 
resolve one of the world's worst political conflicts: the Hong Kong Conflict. At the expiration of 
a 99-year long contract in 1997, Hong Kong returned to China after leaving British rule. The 
citizens of Hong Kong, longing to maintain their own cultural and political identity, have 
endured increasingly restrictive conditions. Delegates should anticipate discussing the political 
campaigning, lobbying, and humanitarian aid that is needed, as well as the unique political 
environment. Delegates must draft and pass a resolution to protect the citizens of Hong Kong, 
while allowing China to maintain their own national sovereignty and following their own 
nation’s policy.  

Historical Background 
 Hong Kong is notably unique to other Chinese cities due to its significant history. Early 
to mid 19th century was an era in which Western powers attempted to monopolize Chinese 
products and markets for domestic and international trade. Although Western traders, including 
Britain and the United States, greatly desired Chinese goods of silk, furniture, and tea, China 
lacked the same interest in American products. Opium provided the opportunity for Western 
powers to supplement their exports to China and offset imports from China. The nature of 
addiction consequent to opium usage led China to import more products than they exported, 
stimulating the First Opium War (1839-1842) between Great Britain and China. After losing 
naval battles to the British, the Qing Government of China was in a vulnerable position to both 
Britain and the United States. This balance of power was further cemented with the Treaty of 
Nanjing and the Treaty of Wanghia.  
 The 1842 Treaty of Nanjing was the first domino in a series of unequal treaties between 
China and imperialist powers. In August, with the goal of a “fair and reasonable tariff,” Qing and 
British representatives drafted 13 articles with demands including repaying Britain for the opium 
the Chinese government had destroyed, opening five ports for British trade and housing, limiting 
a low tariff on all British goods, and most famously, giving Great Britain the city of Hong Kong. 
On October 27th that same year, the Daoguang Emperor ratified the treaty and Queen Victoria 
later did the same on December 28th. Beforehand, British merchants were only able to trade at 
the South China port, Guangzhou. With the treaty, Britain’s market was opened to 5 treaty ports 
they were now allowed to trade at such as Canton and Shanghai. The British Supplementary 
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Treaty of the Bogue in 1843 ensured British citizens in China were not subjected to Chinese law 
and guaranteed Britain all the advantages another foreign country may receive from China. In 
this sense, although China’s economic potential was being carved out by numerous European 
countries, Britain took steps to assure no other nation would “carve out” or benefit, as much as 
Britain would.  

 In 1844, United States 
President John Tyler sent 
diplomat Caleb Cushing to 
secure trading rights similar 
to those Britain benefited 
from. In the resulting Treaty 
of Wanghia, the United 
States acquired the rights to 
trade in Chinese ports and 
gained legal rights within 
China. These rights included 
extraterritoriality, the right to 
buy land in the 5 treaty ports 
and use that land for 
hospitals and churches in 
addition to commercial 
purposes, as well as allowed 
foreigners to learn the 
Chinese language. The law 
the latter refers to is the 
restriction the Chinese          
 government put in place to 1

prevent foreigners from 
learning and speaking 

Chinese.  The official name of the diplomatic agreement is “treaty of peace, amity, and 
commerce.” This sequence of unequal treaties where China would yield their territorial, 
sovereignty, and economic rights continued throughout the 19th and 20th centuries with other 
nations such as France, Germany, Japan, and Russia.   
 After the Treaty of Nanjing, China later leased the rest of Hong Kong (the New 
Territories) to the British for 99 years. Hong Kong nevertheless became a busy trading port and 
manufacturing hub in the 1950s. Its land offered a haven for migrants and dissidents fleeing 

 https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/hong-kong-freedoms-democracy-protests-china-crackdown 1
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instability or persecution in mainland China. When the 99 year deadline with Britain neared, the 
Chinese communist government argued Hong Kong ought to be returned to Chinese rule. Britain 
and China peacefully signed a treaty that Hong Kong would return to China under the principle 
of “one country, two systems'' in 1997. Although Hong Kong became part of China, the city 
would be allowed a “high degree of autonomy, except in foreign and defence affairs'' for 50 
years. With 150 years of British colonization, Hong Kong holds a separate culture with Western 
attitude in comparison to other Chinese cities. For example, Hong Kong has its own judiciary 
and a separate legal system than mainland China.  
 In the 1980s, Chinese leader Deng Xiaoping developed this very national unification 
policy which aimed at integrating Hong Kong with Taiwan and Macau under sovereign China. 
The Sino-British Joint Declaration set the terms of transfer of British rule to China in 1984. The 
declaration in conjunction with Hong Kong’s Basic Law secures the city’s “capitalist system of 
life.” Hong Kong’s Basic Law details the arrangement between Hong Kong and Mainland China 
in a legal regard and acts as a constitution for Hong Kong, containing the city’s principles and 
the rights it ensures for 
its people. The Basic 
Law and Hong Kong 
legal system ensures 
protection for the rights 
of freedom of 
assembly, speech, 
press, religion, and 
assembly. These 
principles greatly clash 
with those of the 
Chinese Communist 
Party whose officials 
are unable to govern 
Hong Kong. Yet,          2

Beijing reserves the 
right to interpret the 
Basic Law and controls the diplomacy and defense in the region while Hong Kong has more 
freedom in the trade, communications, and tourism industries. Although the handover to 
Mainland China was peaceful, since then Beijing has taken steps to gain greater control of the 
city. In 2012 the Chinese government attempted to amend the Hong Kong curriculum to include 
education that focused on fostering a national identity. The endeavor was perceived as a 

 Ibid.2
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government effort to stir nationalism and subject youth to Chinese propaganda. Two years later, 
Beijing allowed Hong Kong voters to choose the city’s chief executive but their selection was 
limited to a short list of candidates that had all been vetted by Beijing. The same story played out 
in the 2017 election with winning chief executive, Carrie Lam. In 2014, the Umbrella movement 
ensued in response to Beijing’s intervention with mass protests demanding democracy. 
 However Hong Kong’s rights were ensured for 50 years and those freedoms are coming 
to an expiration date in 2047. Consequent to centuries in which European imperial powers 
scavenged to reap the economic growth present in Hong Kong markets with Hong Kong recently 
being handed back to China in 1997, it becomes unclear what Hong Kong’s new status will be.  

Current Situation 

Protests 
 The differences Hong Kong and China have with each other are where this conflict 
spouts from. There are a tremendous amount of cultural differences, but there are different 
political background differences as well. As mentioned previously, Hong Kong was ruled by the

  3

British from the 1850s to 1997, whereas China has been under the control of the Communist 
Party of China from 1949 to the present. One of the most crucial protests that took place for 
Hong Kong occurred in 2014. This movement, also known as the “Umbrella Movement,” started 

 https://freedomhouse.org/report/policy-brief/2019/democratic-crisis-hong-kong-recommendations-3

policymakers 
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from a decision made by China stating that the country would allow Hong Kong to hold its 
elections, but the list of candidates would have to be approved by the Chinese government. This 
sparked a movement for the citizens, many being students, demanding the right to fully free 
leadership elections. Students of all ages crowded the streets of Hong Kong blocking the east-
west arterial routes of the island. The number of protesters hit a high of 100,000 after police 
began to use forceful tactics. For example, police started to use tear gas against the citizens. As a 
result, the protestors brought umbrellas to protect themselves, hence the name of the movement 
itself. As time has gone on these certain protests have died down however the citizens taking the 
streets have not. More recently, in 2019, new protests started due to a law that could have seen its 
citizens tried, or taken to court, for political crimes in China. Although there were several other 
reasons protests have continued over time, many of them root from democracy and human 
rights.  
  
Political Campaigning 
 The National Democratic Institute for International Affairs (NDI) has worked with almost 
all of Hong Kong's political parties since 2002. It is a non profit organization which encourages  
public discussion and debate on political reform. The NDI’s goal is to “ to enhance technical 
skills of members, to provide resources to help leaders develop better strategic planning, and to 
engage civil society and the public on important party issues such as party financing and laws”. 
Starting around 1997 the NDI would periodically report on the elections taking place in Hong 
Kong. Additionally, they would report the democratic development taking place in Hong Kong to 
measure growth.  
 The elections in Hong Kong are run by the EAC, Electoral Affairs Commission, this 
committee is in place to ensure there are fair elections taking place. Because there are no specific 
political party laws in Hong Kong itself, the rules are written for the specific candidates running 
for office. The EAC has 3 main roles it needs to take care of. Firstly,  to ensure all elections are 
supervised fairly, honestly, openly and free from illegal conduct. Secondly, to manage electoral 
advertising, this is to guarantee the fairness and honesty of electoral advertising. Lastly, to make 
certain that candidates properly watch over the money spent for the elections and that candidates 
do not abuse their power of election donations.  

Lobbying 
 Hong Kong has been involved in a multi-million dollar lobbying operation with the US. 
In September of 2019, Hong Kong government officials met with members of the United States 
Congress behind closed doors. These meetings were set up by lobbyists hired by Hong Kong to 
discuss the Hong Kong Human Rights and Democracy Act. According to the Hong Kong Free 
Press (HKFP) the Hong Kong government lobbied US politicians. More specifically on the Act 
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itself, by holding at least six in-
person meetings. These 
meetings took place after 
massive protests broke out in 
Hong Kong in 2014, and again 
in 2019. This information was 
obtained through an act called, 
Foreign Agents Registration 
Act (FARA). It requires certain 
members of foreign principals 
who take part in political 
activities to make public 
disclosure of their relationship 
with the foreign principal. 
According to the FARA, the 
US government spent at least 
HK$83.9 million (US$10.8 
million) on lobbying firms 
between the years of 2014 and 
 2020. Once the Hong Kong 4

Human Rights and Democracy 
Act passed, the law would allow for the US to impose sanctions against officials if deemed to 
have abridged Hong Kong’s freedoms. In September 2019, California Democratic Party 
congressman Alan Lowenthal met with Eddie Mak, Hong Kong commissioner for economic and 
trade affairs to the United States. This meeting was constructed to discuss the Hong Kong right 
Human Rights Bills.  Congressman-turned-lobbyist Bart Stupak, who now works for a lobbying 
firm called Venable LLP was responsible for setting up this meeting. Eventually The Hong Kong 
Human Rights and Democracy Act became law on November 27, 2019. All of the lobbyists 
Hong Kong had brought in voted for the bill, their plan was unsuccessful.  
  
Humanitarian Aid 
 Currently the UN is providing assistance packages to the citizens of Hong Kong. This 
packages include food, toiletries, and cash. Those who are not citizens have access to the public 
health care system.  
 The 612 Humanitarian Fund was established on June 15th 2019 to provide aid to  all 
people who are arrested during protests. The support given covers “medical costs, psychological/

 https://qz.com/1753211/is-an-independent-investigation-of-the-hong-kong-police-possible/4
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mental counseling costs, criminal/civil legal costs and emergency financial relief”. This fund is a 
great way to directly help protestors out in the streets fighting for their lives everyday.  
 The Hong Kong Red Cross has taken immediate action in helping the citizens by doing 
what they can. The Red Cross specifically aims at “alleviating the sufferings of the most 
vulnerable people after disasters, by both short-term and long-term means, regardless their race, 
belief or affiliation”. Not only has the Hong Kong Red Cross been involved in recent conflicts, 
the program has been working with Hong Kong since 1950. The HK Red Cross also focuses on 
emergency relief, rehabilitation and recovery, and lastly, disaster preparedness and development.  
 In May 2020, the Taiwan president pledged humanitarian relief for Hong Kongers. 
President Tsai Ing-wen stated she would provide aid to people who took part in the pro-
democracy protests. However in the press conference in which she released this information she 
did not proceed to give details or timing. President Tsai’s action may be seen as controversial 
because China believes Taiwan is one of its territories while Taiwan itself believes it is its own 
country.  
  
Unique Political Environment 
 The politics of Hong Kong takes place in a framework of a political system dominated by 
its quasi-constitutional document, the Hong Kong Basic Law, its own legislature, the Chief 
Executive as the head of government and of the Special Administrative Region and of a 
politically constrained multi-party presidential system. The Government of the Hong Kong 
Special Administrative Region of the People’s Republic of China is led by the Chief Executive, 
the head of government. 
 On July 1 1997, sovereignty of Hong Kong was transferred to China, ending over 1.5 
centuries of British rule. Hong Kong became a Special Administrative Region of the People’s 
Republic of China with a high degree of autonomy in all matters except foreign affairs and 
defense, which are responsibilities of the Chinese government. According to the Sino-British 
Joint Declaration and the Basic Law, Hong Kong will retain its political, economic and judicial 
systems and unique way of life and continue to participate in international agreements and 
organizations as a dependent territory for at least 50 years after retrocession. For example, the 
International Olympic committee recognizes Hong Kong as a participating dependency under the 
name “Hong Kong, China,'' separate from the delegation from the People’s Republic of China. 
The Economist Intelligence Unit rated Hong Kong as a “Hybrid regime” in 2020. 
 In accordance with Article 31 of the Constitution of the People’s Republic of China, 
Hong Kong has Special Administrative Region status which provides constitutional guarantees 
for implementing the policy of “one country, two systems.” The Basic Law, Hong Kong’s 
constitutional document, was approved in March 1990 by National People’s Congress of China, 
and entered into force upon the transfer of sovereignty on 1 July 1997. 
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 The Hong Kong government is economically liberal, but currently universal suffrage is 
only granted in District Council elections, and in elections for half the Legislative Council. The 
head of the government is elected through an electoral college with the majority of its members 
elected by a limited number of voters mainly within business and professional sectors. 

Potential Solutions 

 Delegates should consider both creating new and expanding old solutions when 
researching how to solve the crisis in Hong Kong. They should also consider policy when 
regarding these issues and recommending change. For example, many democracies may take 
strong, immediate action to stand with the people of Hong Kong in their defense of democratic 
values. Other nations, however, 
may take sides with China due 
to alliances or economic 
involvement such as the Belt 
and Road Initiative.  
 There are many facets of 
the issue that delegates should 
consider. First, they may decide 
to prepare detailed action plans 
in case of further serious            5

deterioration of conditions in 
Hong Kong, such as more severe 
and large-scale police or pro-Beijing mob brutality, or Chinese military intervention. Second, 
delegates should consider solutions to protect the citizens of Hong Kong’s human rights and 
democracy, such as through legislation or public awareness. Police brutality can be addressed 
through measures such as regulating the shipment of equipment that could be used by Hong 
Kong police against prosecutors. Overall, delegates are encouraged to think of detailed, creative, 
and feasible solutions to address the crisis while staying in line with country policy. 

Bloc Positions 
Bloc 1: European Nations, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Malaysia and Japan: 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6_RdnVtfZPY5
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 Nations in this bloc are pro-democracy and support the protesters in the conflict. These 
nations hope to resolve this conflict with as little violence as possible. Still, they understand the 
importance of the human rights of the citizens of Hong Kong and hope to protect their rights. 
These nations are specifically focused on transparency and communication between citizens, the 
government, and the police. Please complete research for your own nation for their specific 
policy.  
   
Bloc 2: United States, Iran, Israel, Pakistan, Philippines, Singapore, South Korea, India, 
South American Nations: 
 These nations have taken a more neutral response to this issue. They both hope that this 
conflict can be resolved peacefully while also focusing on respecting China’s national 
sovereignty. These nations understand the limited power of DISEC in situations having to do 
with national policy while still advocating for the human rights of citizens in Hong Kong.  Please 
complete research for your own nation for their specific policy.  
  
  
Bloc 3:  African Nations, China, North Korea, Serbia, Vietnam, Russia: 
 Nations in this bloc are focused on China’s national sovereignty. They understand that the 
protesters are located in China and thus are the responsibility of the Chinese government. They 
hope to maintain human rights, but respect whatever decision the Chinese government makes in 
response to this issue. They believe that the United Nations should simply provide basic 
recommendations and responses to natural disasters, and they believe that this should not be the 
United Nations first priority. Please complete research for your own nation for their specific 
policy.  

Questions to Consider 
1. Consider the contrasting democratic and communist ideologies among member nations and 

how they may influence decisions about the future of Hong Kong 

2. How has Hong Kong’s history as a British colony influenced and differentiated their culture 
from mainland China? 

3. How can we respect national sovereignty while protecting human rights? 

4. Does China need to be transparent in their response to this issue? 
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5. What can nations do individually to help resolve this issue? 

6. How can strategies used in other crises be applied to this situation? 

Suggested Sources 
https://www.basiclaw.gov.hk/en/basiclaw/index.html  

https://ash.harvard.edu/files/ash/files/overholt_hong_kong_paper_final.pdf  

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/
336532026_A_REPORT_OF_THE_2019_HONG_KONG_PROTESTS  

https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/
2020-02/08142019_UPDATED_FINAL_Hong_Kong_Democratic_Crisis_Brief.pdf  

https://thediplomat.com/2020/07/hong-kong-crisis-how-far-will-china-go/  

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/03068374.2019.1672397  

https://www.brookings.edu/wp-content/uploads/2016/07/chapter-one-_-hong-kong-in-the-
shadow-of-china.pdf  

https://freedomhouse.org/report/policy-brief/2019/democratic-crisis-hong-kong-
recommendations-policymakers  
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